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A pneumatic brake device for use in electrostatic copier devices to impart a drag 
to paper moving through the device. The brake device includes a housing having 
a perforated suction surface functioning as a brake surface. In order to reduce 
suction loss when only a portion of the brake surface is covered by the paper 
sheet, various means are disclosed for limiting or preventing airflow through 
portions of the brake surface not covered by the paper. 
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